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Box No- i Basts of the opinion 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which ft was field, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

D This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide ancLbr amino acid sequence disclosed in the International application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application In computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing anclbr table relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 
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Box No. H Priority 

1. E3 The following document has not been furnished: 

H copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed {Rule 436&1 and 66.7(a)). 

□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43&&1 and 66.7(b)). 

Consequently It has not been possible to consider the validity of the priority claim. This opinion has 
nevertheless been established on the assumption that the relevant date is the claimed priority date. 

2. □ This opinion has been established as ff no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 

has been found invalid (Rules 43&&1 and 64.1 ). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the international 
filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 
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Claims 
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Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 
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Claims 
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Claims 


1-4,9-20 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 
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Claims 
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The following documents are referred to in this communication: 

D1 : GB-A-1 1 30 540 (GODDARD & SONS LTD J) 1 6 October 1 968 (1 968-1 0-1 6) 
D2: HAN SMET AL: "FORMATION OF ALKANETHIOL MONOLAYER ON 
GE(1 1 1)" JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY, XX, XX, 
vol. 123, 2001, pages 2422-2425, XP001 193899 WASHINGTON, US ISSN: 
0002-7863 

D3: GB-A-2 255 348 (METALEUROP RECH) 4 November 1 992 (1 992-1 1 -04) 
D4: WO 02/095082 A (JOHNS PETER GAMON) 28 November 2002 (2002-1 1 - 
28) 



1 . The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of 
claims 1 ,1 9,20 and shows (see claims 1 -4,9,1 0,1 1) the use of alkanethiols or 
thioglycollates with 12 to 24 carbon atoms in the chain for treating silver and silver 
alloys to reduce tarnishing. The subject-matter of claims 1 ,19 and 20 differs from this 
known state of the art in that silver alloys containing germanium are treated. 
The subject-matter of claims 1,19 and 20 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

1 . 1 Claims 2-4, 9-1 8 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements 
of the PCT with respect to novelty. 



2 . With regard to the disclosure of D1 the problem to be solved by the present 

invention may be regarded as reducing further the tarnishing. 

The solution to this problem as defined in claims 1,19 and 20, does not involve an 

inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following reasons: 

It is known from D2 that the compounds used in D1 do form a protective layer on 

germanium. It is thus obvious to the skilled man that the recently developed germanium 

containing Ag alloys (see D3 and D4) can also be treated by the process of D1. 

2.2 Dependent claims 2-4, 9-18 do not contain any features which, in combination with 
the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
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respect of inventive step (Article 33 (3) PCT) because these feature are disclosed in 
one or more of the above cited documents ( see passages referred to in the search 
report). 

3 Dependent claims 5-8 meet the requirements of the PCT in respect of inventive step 
(Article 33 (3) PCT) because their subject matter is notdisclosed nor suggested in the 
prior art. 

4. The invention shall be considered as susceptible of industrial application because it 
can be used in the metal finishing industry. 
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